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ACHOLAIE THfS 7T 7l TTKS
Review Staff: 76-0441
26 May 1976

My, Williem G. Miller

Staff Director ‘ o

Selact Committee To Study Governmental
Operations With Respect To Inteclligence
Activities

Room G-308 :

Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Miller:

Predictably, a professional academic organization,
galvanized into action by the Senate Select Committze report
on CIA relations with American academic institutions, has
tilted a lance to defend the honor of its profession.

Attached are copies of an exchange of letters between
the American Association of University Professors (AAUP)
and Director Bush regarding the AAUP claim that the CIA has .
engaged in practices which "compromise the instititional and
professional integrity” of the academic community. In re-
sponse, Director Bush asserted that individual academicians
2re entitled to the same freedom of choice as other Americean
citizens who voluntarily and wittingly wish to assist the
United States government. Noting that the AAUP letter betrays
"a serious lack of confidence in the people in your own pPro-
fession", Director Bush proposed that an AAUP rcpresentative
mcet with Agency officials to try to find a way to a better.
understanding. : o ' A

We trust that when the dialogue is completed and the
dust settles, the acadenic community will have a more positive
appreciation of the true role and the contributions of CIA to
the national welfarec. . :

Sincerely,

Chicl, KRCVICW Ordrx

Attachments: a/s
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YWASHINGTON, D.C. 20036
Telephone 202—466-8030

President
Wirttan W Van AwsTyNe
Duke University I o : .
Grenercl Secretery . : ’ R -
 JosEen Durrey . 3 e ey L’? 1976
Washingies OFce ’ ) . oo .

of the Senate Select Committee on Foreign and
vhet was already published clse~

The recent rezcre
Militery Intelligence has coniirmed

where: that the CIL has for years covertly used academic institutions

end employed acedemic persons in ways which compromise institutional

znd professional integrity. Universities and scholars have been pzid to
lie zbout the sources of their support, to mislead others, to induce
batrayed confidences, to misstate the true objects of their interest,
znd to misrepresent the actual obaectlves of their work. .

] L In ending the practice of CIA employment of missionaries snda . v
journalists for covert operations, you have demonstrated your concern :
for and your willingness to protect the integrity and independence of
those institutions. As national President of the American Assoclation
o¥ University Professors, I call upon you now to provide the same
guerantess against misuse end subversion for cur colleges and universities
so that they may be freed of the stigme of covert, and often unknowing,
rarticipation in menipulative government operdclona Conducued. by rhe CIA.

The American Association of University Professors espouses the
professional freedon of teachers and scholars not as some peculiar entitle-
rent of their own but as a duty that they owe to their students and to the
community as a whole. For this reason, the 19L0 Statement of Principles
on Acadenic Freedorn and Tenure, issued jointly by the AAUP 2nd the Asso—
ciztion of American Collcg_,es and endorsed by approximately a hundred -
learned and professional associations, provides: . .

YInstituticns of higher education are conducted for the
cormon good znd not to further the interest of either . = . .
the individuzl teacher or the institution as a whole. o
ﬂhc common zood depends upon the free search for truth

and its free exposition.
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A government vhich corrupts its colleges and wiversities by s
political fronts of them has belrayed ecademic ireedon and compromised
211 who teach. When colleges and.univeérsities are made conduits of

Lheeceit end vhen fzeulty members ere paid to lie, there is &n end Lo %ha

common good of higher education.

. On behalf of the Awerican Association ‘of Unw crsity Pxa
write to express my dismay and ubter rcpumance at th
integrity of institutions of highsr education shown by t
prectice of shamelessly exploiting the repubtation of Am
for trustworthiness, wvhich has characterized CIA activit
evidently continues todey. 1 see no reascn Tme_i:SOfwer v
should not be treated with the same regard previously shown in ol
ending the covert use of missionaries and journelists by thns CIA., I ask

you to take steps to end the exploitation of the acedemic community azi
to disengege the Agency from covert activities ‘-.-rhich inducea acedenics T35

betray their professionsl trust.

nic CO;_:.LL&L'—t‘r awalts the necessary

The American acadern T
puarantees tha’c its integrity will not be furiher compromised.

Slncerejy, ) ’ .

2liion Vi @M?a o

Willian W. Van Alsty
WIA:mjw

31 9’3;‘7 § vy
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! ' ‘ ' : T ririeen st
i Professor William M. Van Alstyne _ REVITW STAFF
. Amarican Association of University Protessors T /{

: One Dupont Circle - Suite 500 : 7 L iaggftgj2{‘ C7<§%

;T Washington, D. C. 20035
Dear Professor Van Alstyne:

B I received your letter of May 4, 1976, concarning
relations with the academic cowmmunity on the saime day that
released it to the press end gave a press interview about it.

The fact that you did not await a response from ma bafore making
your letter public is so awhat troubling.  Unfortucnialy, your

i doing this could suggest to others that your purpuse is somztiving
: other than the resolution of the preblem you perceive. -

Having said that, I firmly réject your allegations that

o

i CIA corrupts American "collegas and universities by making political
«? fronts of them,”. that they "are made conduits of deceit" and that

"faculty members are paid to lie.” These charges reflect your
jgnorance of the true nature of the relationships we new have
with American educational institutions and thair faculties. To
jssue a statement that 1 am taking "steps to end the exploitation
of the academic community,” as you reguest, would give credibility
to the scries: of erroneous assumptions and allegations in your
tetter. Whatever you have heard about the past, I can assure you
that there is now na reason for the members of your association
to fear any threat to their integrity or their high sense of pur-
pose From CIA.
The Agency has several kinds of reletionships with
seholars and scholarly insiitutions.  Thoy inch eI
contracts for scientitic resaarch and devalupineit, contraces
for social science research on the many matters that affect
foreign policy, paid and unpaid consultations betizen scholars
and CIA research analysts, contacts with individuzals wno hava
travelled abroad, and other similar contacts that help us fuifill
our primary responsibility; i.e., €0 providz the policy rakers
of our govermment with information and assossmants of foreign
develonments. '
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o seek the voluntary and witting cooperation of in-

“dividuals who can help the foreign policy processes of the United
States. Those who help are expressing a freedom of choice.

Occasionally such relationships are confidential at our request,
but more often thay are discrest at the scholar's request because
of his concern that he will be badgered by those who feel he

should not be free to make this particular choice.

None of the relationships are intended to influence

" either what is taught or any other aspact of a scholar's work:

We specifically do not try to inhibit the "free search Tor truth

and its free exposition." Indeed, we vwould be foolish to do so,
for it is the truth we seek. We know that we have no wonopoly
on Tact or on understanding, and te restrict the socarch for the
truth would be extremely detrimental to our own purposes: If
CIA were to isolate itself from the good counsel of the best’
scholars in our country, we would surely becowe a narrow organi-
zation that could give anly inferior service to the govermnent.
The complexity of international relations today requires that

" our research be strong, and we intend to keep it strong by

seeking the best perspectives from inside and outside the
governinent. -

Your letter indicates a serious .lack of confidence in
people in your own profession--a view that 1 do not share; that
is, your belief that your académic colleagues, including memdars
of your association, would accept pay "to lie about the sources
of their support, to mislead others, to induce betrayed conti-

dences, to misstate the true objects of their interest, and to
misrepresent the actual objectives of their work." 1t is pre-

cisely that kind of jrresponsible charge that tends to drive
responsible relationships away from openness and toward the °
secretiveness that you seem to abhor.

Finally, Professor Van Alstyne,'the seriousness of your
charges demands that we find a way toward better understanding.

" Because we owe that to both our organizations, I invite you to

-

- meet with a few senior officials of this Agency for that purpose.

Sincerely,

“Js] George Bush

George Bush
Director , .




